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With her father murdered, her home burned, lovely Alyx Blackelt fled to the woods -- and sanctuary in the camp of Raine Montgomery, a nobleman outlawed by the king's edict. There she hid her beauty in the guise of a boy, and her sorrow in her work as Montgomery's squire.But how long could such loveliness as hers be hidden? How long could such
a gallant man's desires be blind? And how soon -- even as a blood feud raged between the Montgomerys and the Chatworths, as angry swords clattered in the name of family honor -- one woman's love would make all the difference...one woman's love would inflame a hero's passion, touch a king's pity, and raise a song of praise in every English
heart.Genre: Historical Romance Similar books by other authorsRansom(Highlands' Lairds, book 2)Julie GarwoodWhen Passion RulesJohanna LindseyKnight of Fire(Fire, book 2)Shannon Drake Used availability for Jude Deveraux's Velvet Song About Fantastic Fiction Information for Authors Of all of her wonderful books, the four titles in Jude
Deveraux’s Velvet series are classics and particular favorites of mine. In these books, Deveraux introduces us to the wonderful, proud and gorgeous Montgomery brothers. We meet Gavin Montgomery in Velvet Promise in which he marries, sight unseen, the outrageously gorgeous, red-headed, golden-eyed Judith Revedoune. Gavin sees the marriage
as a way to re-establish his tarnished family name. Judith is the daughter of an abusive and powerful earl who sees this marriage as his way to continue the family line. All his sons are dead, and though he’s left with this puny and worthless daughter, the least she can do is give him grandsons. Judith’s mother, on the other hand, has trained her to
become a prioress to protect her from the same sort of abusive marriage she herself suffered. But when the earl threatens his wife with serious, bodily harm if Judith doesn’t go through with the marriage, she capitulates.Judith and Gavin’s initial meeting on their wedding day starts as a fairy tale but soon turns disasterous when Gavin’s conniving,
deceitful former lover, Alice, turns up hoping to keep Gavin chained to her. Throughout the book, Gavin and Judith have to overcome obstacles due to their having married as total strangers. Judith must come to the realization that not all men are abusive, controlling beasts (although Gavin does possess quite a temper) and Gavin must see the
deceptive Alice for what she really is and come to love and trust his bride.Highland Velvet follows the second oldest Montgomery brother, Stephen, who is ordered by his king to take a Scottish bride. Bronwyn MacArran is not only is laird of her own clan, she hates all English. Highland Velvet focuses on Stephen’s attempts to fit in with the ways of the
Highlanders, and trying his darndest to please a wife who hates him and thinks his attempts to fit in with her people are ridiculous. Highland Velvet while enjoyable, is probably my least favorite of the four, since it is handicapped by too many sub-plots. Additionally, Bronwyn’s anti-English attitude was carried on for far too long and got a bit
tiresome.The next Montgomery brother is Raine (my favorite due to his black hair, dreamy blue eyes and dimples). His story is told in the third book, Velvet Song. Raine has been outlawed because he disobeyed the king’s orders in order to help his brother Stephen. While Raine is hiding in the woods with his band of outlaws, a young woman named
Alyxandra Blackett, who has been accused of witchcraft, comes his camp. Alyx is dressed as a boy and in her disguise, she assumes the role of Raine’s page. For a time, Alyx fools them, but Raine is a Montgomery (and a man) and eventually discovers her true identity . They become lovers, but Alyx’s accusers reappear to come between them. We also
get a chance to catch up on Gavin and Judith and Stephen and Bronwyn from the earlier novels.Velvet Angel is the final book in the series. It centers around the youngest brother, Miles. Miles was my least favorite Montgomery brother in the earlier books because of his penchant to, uh, sleep around. He has three bastard sons (who have middle
names after Miles’ older brothers). Miles knows that these are all the children he has because he “keeps track of his women.” This at only 20 years old! Miles, however, redeems himself wonderfully in Velvet Angel, and his romance with Elizabeth Chatworth is fabulous.Elizabeth’s character was first introduced in Velvet Song, and her own story
begins with her punishment for coming to the aid of Alyx. Elizabeth is stripped and rolled in a carpet and brought to Miles’ camp as a “gift.” Her accusers feel that the promiscous Miles will ruin her. This is where we learn that Miles may not be just a randy playboy. When Miles meets Elizabeth, even though he wants her at first sight, he controls
himself because he learns of her fear of men. Miles vows to protect Elizabeth and eventually, falls in love with her. But their path is not smooth and Miles and Elizabeth’s brother, Roger have a misunderstanding that involves treachery and deceit that is far too complicated to describe here.The best part of Velvet Angel is that it brought all the four
Montgomery brothers and their respective wives together at the end. I especially loved how the wives got together to plan the rescue of their husbands and how Ms. Deveraux allowed each of the wives personalities to shine through during this scene. The ending is the absolute best when the four brothers (who are attempting a rescue) feel that it’s
best that the wives “stay out of the way.” Knowing their stubborn wives won’t listen, they lock them away in a cell. Knowing that they will get hell from them afterwards, the three oldest brothers give the key to the cell to Miles. But Miles, ever the lover of women, has other ideas and, well, you’ll just have to read the ending - it’s just too good to give
away. That has to be one of the most hilarious endings of any book I've ever read. This series is an absolute jewel and a true Desert Island Keeper. Jude Deveraux's Velvet Song is a story of love, relationships, and pride. The story is set in England's beautiful countryside in 1502, where Deveraux allows the reader to meet Alyx Blackett. Deveraux's
musically talented and headstrong heroine is the catalyst for the novel's plot. At twenty years old, Alyxandria Blackett lives in Moreton, England with her father. One day, as Alyx is on her way to her music lessons, she is accosted by a nobleman named Pagnell. He attempts to rape Alyx, but she escapes from him, leaving his pride wounded and his
heart vengeful. Pagnell discovers where Alyx lives and kills her father. He then accuses Alyx of being a witch and has a warrant for her arrest issued. Terrified, Alyx flees Morton. Luckily, she is helped by her priest. He and a friend dress her in boy's clothes and send her to become Raine Montgomery's squire. Raine is a nobleman who has been
banished into exile by King Henry for his part in the Montgomery/Chatworth feud. Raine has started a reform camp for convicts and outlaws. Upon meeting Raine, Alyx falls head over heels in love with him. She attempts to train to become his squire, but Raine quickly realizes she is a girl and falls in love with her. The two, along with their friend Joss
(another talented musician) decide to keep Alyx's identity a secret. Soon the rest of the camp begin to turn on Alyx. They believe that she is stealing from them. Raine decides he will take Alyx away, but Alyx becomes concerned Raine will be arrested by the king for returning to England. She and Joss lead Raine to believe they are having an affair.
Angry and hurt, Raine banishes them from camp. Four months pass, and Alyx discovers she is pregnant. She and Joss make a living as traveling musicians. They entertain many nobles at weddings and various parties. At one particular party, Alyx is discovered by Pagnell. Pagnell kidnaps Alyx. To Alyx's relief, she is rescued by Raine. Although Raine is
furious at Alyx for lying to him, the two marry. Because Raine's lands have been confiscated by the king, Raine brings Alyx to live with his brother, Gavin. While marriage suits Raine and Alyx, they often fight over Raine's sense of pride and honor. Alyx will do anything in her power to protect Raine's life. While Raine does love Alyx, his main goal is to
restore his family's honor and remain loyal to the Montgomery clan. The two continually fight about Alyx's actions. Against Raine's wishes, Alyx ventures to see King Henry. The king agrees to pardon Raine if Alyx will sing for him. Alyx agrees and gains back everything Raine wished for. Raine is furious. For over six months he refuses to contact Alyx.
When Alyx believes that all hope is lost, Raine comes back to her, begging for forgiveness. Raine could not understand how a small woman could do what a man with wealth, power, and influence could not do. The two finally reconcile and begin their lives together again.
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